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President’s Message 

   Hello everyone. I sincerely hope that everyone is safe and 

healthy. While sitting in front of the keyboard, trying to figure 

out what to write, the word HOPE kept popping into my head. 

Will there be another hosta meeting due to the damn virus? I 

HOPE so but the April meeting was cancelled along with the 

May 6th reschedule that had been worked out. There was an 

auction scheduled for May 31st which we cancelled. We Hope 

to have an auction at the picnic in August. We HOPE to have a 

Leaf Show and Ice Cream Social June 28th, but will it be allowed 

or possible with the upcoming restrictions on future gatherings? 

    There are no easy answers at the present time. Everything is 

on hold as it should be and we are all in a waiting game. People 

much smarter than myself are trying to figure out the upcoming 

future and they are grasping at straws.  

 There are going to be some incredible gardens this year. When 

you quarantine plant lovers to their house and gardens 

beautiful things can happen. The Wisconsin Hosta Society has a 

Facebook page and we would love to see you post what is 

happening in your garden. It would be fun to see all of you 

showing off your gardens or garden projects. 

      I really HOPE to see everyone again soon. I HOPE that you 

are safe at home and if you are considered an essential 

employee (like myself) that you stay Covid19 free. I not only 

Hope that the future will be bright but I BELIEVE that it will just 

be a matter of time. Stay safe and we will be together as a 

group soon.  

Phil Timm 

2020 Calendar 

Wisconsin Hosta Society 
(Subject to Change)  

 
 

Summer 2020 
WHS Leaf Show 
Details TBA 
 
Summer 2020 
WHS Potluck Picnic 
Details TBA 
 
Wednesday, September 2  
Membership Meeting 
6PM Social, 6:30-8:30PM Meeting 
Olbrich Gardens 
 

Wednesday, October 7 
Membership Meeting 
6PM Social, 6:30-8:30PM Meeting 
Olbrich Gardens 
 
Nov 2020 
WHS Harvest Party 
Details TBA 



 Virtual Hosta Garden Design! 
Presented by AHS 

Looking for more HOSTA reading material? Here’s an email link to the American Hosta Society’s monthly 

eNewsletter: http://americanhostasociety.org/Publications/eNewsletter/may2020/may2020.pdf 

Hello! 
 
The American Hosta Society is holding its first-ever virtual event, and you're invited! 
 
Hosta Talk - Hosted by the American Hosta Society 

Thursday, June 25, 2020 • 7-8pm CT (Followed by Q&A) 

Topic: "Hosta Garden Design" 
 
Learn from hosta and garden experts and enthusiasts! Join host, Rob James, along with 
presenter and AHS Vice President, Tammy Borden for this exciting online event held via Zoom. 
Special guest, AHS President, Andy Marlow, will help us kick things off and welcome you. 
 
As an American Hosta Society member or friend of AHS, you have an advance opportunity to 
sign up before this event is promoted to the general public June 1. So, don't delay! 
 
There is a limit of only 500 participants. (Please only sign up if you plan to attend) 

 
REGISTER TODAY 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsceqvrDsrHNMwP8yvtaZ9SacuqSmpIzF5 

Learn more on the registration page, and stay tuned for information on future virtual Hosta Talk guests and topics. 

Happy gardening, 

 

Tammy Borden, VP 

The American Hosta Society  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZEsceqvrDsrHNMwP8yvtaZ9SacuqSmpIzF5


2020 Garden Expo 
Feb 7-9, 2020 

Way back in February (do-

over anyone?) WHS members 

manned a booth at WPT 

Garden Expo to introduce the 

Wisconsin Hosta Society to 

WI gardeners. We also sold 

hostas “Autumn Frost,” “Cool 

as a Cucumber,” “Island 

Breeze,” “Waterslide,” and 

“What the Hill Phil.” (lovingly 

grown by Marlene and 

Jonathon at Uniquely Hostas)  

We had a successful 

experience—gaining 35 new 

members and 9 renewals. 

Most of the hostas sold, and 

the extras will be sold at 

meetings and used as door 

prizes.  A huge THANK YOU 

goes out to Lori Gerber, WHS 

Garden Expo Chair, for 

another great year! 



New Members 
2020  

Rob Charlier Anglim  

Amy Armstrong 

Diana Brandner  

Jon Breen 

Bill Bright  

Don Brill  

Becky Christianson 

Mary Lou Clayton  

Rose Daskam  

Sylvia Dennis  

Dayna Dreis  

Mara Eisch  

Anne Falk  

Greg & Lynne Haasch  

Deb & Rich Hall-Reppen  

Jennifer Hoff  

Richard Jablonski  

Kat Jackson  

Bill Jolin  

Theresa Jones  

Jim Kluetzman  

Tedi Knox  

Lynn Krasnowsli  

John Ledbury  

Marion McGrath  

Lori Merriam  

Chris Meyer  

Jeff Miller  

Traci Peloquin  

Lori Portner  

Rick Scheuer  

Cindy & Jon Scott  

Michelle Sharoswain  

Kathie Sisson  

Ralph Stromquist  

Dick & Linda Tasch  

Sheila Thomson  

Amada Thwing  

Sue Wallinger  

Ingrid West  

 

Birdhouse Winner 
 

Bill Jolin 

New member Bill Jolin  is the lucky winner of 

the custom Bucky Birdhouse handcrafted by 

our very own Phil Timm. Thank you Phil! 



My Hosta Berm Bed 

Jill Hynum 

I  live in the Midvale Heights Neighborhood. Local history says that houses started being added in the area in 1947 and a 

family farm was established in the 1950s. Before the houses came, much of the area was oak savanna.   

When I moved in, my property had oak, hickory and spruce trees. Since my yard has lots of shade, hostas quickly became 

a favorite. But as my collection grew, my space became tighter, especially after I lost my beautiful red oak to oak wilt. I 

decided it was time for a new bed. 

A friend suggested that an elevated bed would give my hostas more visibility. As luck would have it, I had a huge pile of top 

soil left over from when I had a patio put in. I talked to my landscaper and soon I had a kidney shaped berm in the 

northwest corner of my back yard.   

My landscaper incorporated additional topsoil, compost, quartz sand and crushed granite into my pile of topsoil. He also 

added some boulders. I don’t know what the ph of the berm is now, but shortly after I moved in 27 years ago, I had my soil 

tested and the ph in my backyard was about 5.6/5.7 at that time. 

Of course I didn’t have room on the berm for all my hostas. I put some of my larger blue and blue green hostas on top – 

Love Pat, Elegans, Color Glory and Earth Angel. I got a free Neptune Hosta with a Song Sparrow order and put it on top of 

one of the borders to cascade over it.   

Originally the berm was covered with oak mulch but I eventually 

switched over to pine straw to discourage slugs. I decided I liked the 

look and I’ve been using it more and more. My companion plants 

include epimediums, heuchera and hellebores.   

Unfortunately, lots of my plants took a hit during last year’s odd 

weather. I’ve also learned that Fall is not a good time to add small 

plants in my yard since the squirrels are digging like crazy. If I do 

plant then, I have to cover them with cloches. And of course I keep 

moving stuff around... 

The Berm 

One of my patches of yellow ladyslippers at 
the western edge of the berm. 



 Upcoming Events in the Hosta World 

From American Hosta Society: 

“The news you have been waiting for and expecting is now here. The American Hosta 
Society National Convention, Hosta Vision 2020, is officially postponed until 2022.  
 
All registration fees and vendor deposits will be refunded as soon as possible in the 
manner in which they were paid. If you paid by check, you will receive a check. If you 
paid by credit card, the fee will be refunded to that card. Credit card refunds may 
take up to two weeks to appear on your credit card statement. T-shirts that 
registrants ordered will be mailed to them. You do not need to do anything to request 
either a refund or their t-shirt. And thanks to Dennis Savory of Savory’s Gardens the 
convention plant, Hosta ‘Phoenix Feathers’, will be carried over for the 2022 
convention. 
 
We are grateful that the convention hotel, Minneapolis Marriott Northwest, has been 
very flexible in allowing us to postpone our event for two years. Many details still 
need to be negotiated and we will keep you posted as they become known. 
 
The convention committee and the AHS Board of Directors know that this is 
disappointing. The circumstances are entirely unique and the committee and the 
Board felt they had no real choice in order to protect the health of the many hosta 
lovers who had planned to attend. 
 
Please plan to attend the 2021 convention in Kalamazoo, Michigan, and then join us 
in Minneapolis in 2022. Enjoy your gardens this summer and stay safe and healthy. 
 
Andy Marlow 
President, American Hosta Society“ 

From Midwest Regional Hosta Society: 

MRHS 2020 Convention: In light of the COVID-19 pandemic I 

wanted to give you an update on the status of the2020 MRHS 

Convention scheduled for July 16 –18. We have all agreed that 

given the current available information about the expected 

timing of the pandemic to subside, it is likely that many of our 

expected attendees may not want to be a part of a large 

gathering such as our convention. We have collectively decided 

to postpone the 2020 MRHS Convention and reschedule it to 

July 8-10,2021at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel in Lisle, IL. We 

will provide a full refund of registration fees to those who have 

already registered. Please understand that as much as we 

would have liked to move forward with this convention in 2020, 

it is our first priority to protect everyone involved with organizing 

and participating in this event. That includes our volunteers, 

garden hosts and vendors as well as those attending. If you 

have specific questions, do not hesitate to email us at 

GenInfo.MRHS2020@gmail.com.Thank you for your 

understanding. We are looking forward to seeing you at the 

2021 MRHS Convention. Be Safe & Be Well . 



 Gardening in the Time of Corona 
Observations from WHS Board Members 

Fairy Ring 

A common term often heard with hostas is fairy 

ring. Fairy ring is where the center of the hosta has 

died and the eyes that are around the dead center 

keep growing. Maturity and frost upheaval are 

common causes of fairy ring. It is mainly visible in 

the Spring when the hosta is coming out of 

dormancy. As the foliage grows it will cover the 

empty center and it will no longer be visible after a 

month or so. You can either leave it alone or you 

can dig it up and remove the eyes that are attached 

to the dead center. Dividing will give several plants 

but much smaller plants. 

—-Phil Timm 

 Spring is off to a good start isn’t it?  And we all have 
more time than expected for gardening!   I work slowly and 
I am always amazed at how much my gardening friends get 
accomplished.  But this year, I did something I had planned 
on doing for 5 years and never got to.  And it’s done!! And 
I love it!!  And no one else notices that I did it!  Oh well, 
I notice and that’s the chief concern.  I took down a fence 
and planted bulbs along the old fence line.  Doesn’t sound 
like much?  The size of the project in my mind, when 
contemplated over the years, was enormous!!  The amount of 
work involved— 1 afternoon.  Now why didn’t I do that 
years ago?  I am examining my gardening To Do list with a 
new eye.  And maybe, for once, I have kept pace with my 
hardworking garden pals. 

Happy Spring to all fellow hosta fiends, oops --, friends! 

Peggy 

 

 

 

Hello, 

Just a few lines to touch base with all you 
hosta lovers. Hoping you're able to spend 
more time in the gardens now that most public 
activities are cancelled. I'm keeping busy 
fighting the multiple rabbits and squirrels 
that believe it's their right to dine on the hosta 
pips as they emerge. I lost a large Ash tree 
late last year to the Emerald Ash Borer (a 
real dent in the old pocket book). Therefore 
I'm anxious to see how the summer sun affects 
my hosta collection. Wishing you all safe 
days and continued good health until we can 
gather as friends once again.  

Deb Hayes 



                                                                                
Gardening in the Time of Corona, cont. 

Observations from WHS Board Members 

Marla’s 

Garden 

Early 

May 

Hi! 

If only I had a nickel for every time in the past month I heard someone say, “My gardens look great since I have so 

much extra time at home with them!”  Alas, when you sell plants and are considered essential, there is no extra 

time at home in spring., especially this year. However, I still find time to walk around and enjoy the early spring 

delights on my way to and from work. Being in the garden is restorative, weeds and all! 

 —-  Windi 



Minutes 
WHS March 4, 2020 Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted:  Peggy Lemon, Secretary 

Meeting called to order at 6:30 P.M.  WHS board members were introduced:  Phil Timm, president, Deb Hayes, vice-president, Marla 
Robinson, treasurer/membership, Peggy Lemon, secretary, Sandy O’Malley, member-at-large, Lori Gerber, Garden Expo chair, Windi 
Fourdraine, newsletter editor. 

1.)  New members stood and were introduced.  Welcome to all!  We gained approximately 40 new members during the Expo.  Great 
going! 

2.)  The schedule for year 2020 was reviewed: 

April 1:  Membership meeting.  Mark Dwyer (owner, Landscape Prescriptions by MD)  will present “Tough Perennial Pals for Hosta” 

May 31:  Hosta Auction at noon in the Olbrich Atrium 

June 28:  Leaf Show and Ice Cream Social 

Sept 2:  Membership meeting.  Photo contest and hybridizer presentations. 

October 7:  Membership meeting:  Farewell party for Flower Factory Nursery which is closing at the end of 2020 season, as the owners 
are retiring. 

3.)  Update from the newsletter chair:  The newsletter will come out after the next meeting.  We are in need of some input from 
members.  A statement or writing about your favorite hosta, or about your garden would be greatly appreciated.  And photos would be 
great!  If this could be submitted before April 1st, it would be appreciated.  But after that it could go into the next newsletter, so don’t let 
the time frame stop you!  We look forward to your input! 

4.)  Treasurer report:  From the Garden Expo, our net income was $804.81.  We have 168 members, 40 whom are new.   

5.)  We have some hostas remaining from the Garden Expo.  (remember how badly it snowed on Sunday?  That slowed attendance 
down.)  The remaining hostas are for sale to members:  Cool as a Cucumber, Autumn Frost, and What the Hill Phil.  If you would like to live 
with one, they are for sale at the back of the room after the meeting. 

6.)  Uniquely Hostas, owned by Marlene Rosenberg and Jonathan Goodrich, are having an open house on Memorial Day, May 23rd.  At 
3:00 p.m., they will have a speaker.  Rob Mortko, noted Kansas City gardener, hosta hybridizer, and owner of Made in the Shade Tissue 
Culture, who will give a presentation “Plant Tissue Culture for Dummies—Like Me.”  There is more information available on Uniquely’s 
web site:  www.uniquelyhostas.com  

Business meeting adjourned and Michal Jesiolowski, director of Rotary Botanical Gardens, gave a presentation on “Hostas—My Love of 
and Experiences with Them.”   

http://www.uniquelyhostas.com/


Meeting Pics 
March 5, 2020 



www.wisconsinhostasociety.com 
wihostasociety@gmail.com 

Corrections?   Comments?   Suggestions?   Contact Newsletter Editor Windi Fourdraine at twotxaggies@frontier.com 

"So plant your own gardens and decorate your soul instead of waiting for someone to bring you flowers."  

                                                                                                               - Jorge Luis Borges  

 
 
 
 
Phil Timm 
President 
hostamanphil@yahoo.com 
 
Deb Hayes 
Vice President &  
Program Chair 
debhayes1052@yahoo.com 
 
Peggy Lemon 
Secretary  
katmai414@yahoo.com 
 
 

 
 
Marla Robinson 
Treasurer & Membership Chair 
marla.ellen.robinson@gmail.com 
 
Sandy O’Malley 
Member-At-Large 
4gardenstuff@gmail.com 
 
Lori Gerber 
Garden Expo Chair 
gerber@wpmca.org 
 
Windi Fourdraine 
Newsletter Editor 
twotxaggies@frontier.com 
 

WHS Board Members 


